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Meet your next letter, the Koof!

| Silly Hebrew Trick |

Koof 7

*
*

Koof makes the same
sound as the English letter

Lesson 15

Koof looks like

K aKey

Here’s the Koof in several different fonts and handwritings —
as you can see, they all ook like a “key” and go below the
bottom line, even if other parts of the letter are slightly
different!

IPiRPPPPPH
PRAIPINDP

. Circle the long part of the Key of each Koof that

‘ goes below the line!
g The first one has been done for you! J
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Read Aloud!

Read the Hebrew below. Lines separate the syllables for you on the top
—see if you cah Fgure out the syllables on your own on the bottorh!

p WP P

Sh'va

he connected
cold

2 N2IR NP2

snmple/easv just/only

RARLAYA N‘l|“73

he read

"l\’)l‘7|3|:l ‘7W|D 4

ff Have you heard this |

word before? It 5
means "please” and
; “you're welcome”!

mp mn NR)‘[ 6
PJ'\DD 'N)‘P:l:l 7

seeten please/you’re welcome
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~ Meet your next letter, the Yud!

- Silly Hebrew Trlck |

'3 Yp

s D, ©

9 Yud (usually) makes the same S

¢ sound as the English letter Yudisatiny

— puppy saying,
Y “Yip, Yip, Yip!”

Here’s the Yud in several different fonts and
handwritings — as you can see, they're all a tiny letter in

the top half of the usual writing space.
Sometimes the top horizontal line disappears, and it’s even tinier:

il. Circle the big empty space below each

| Yippity-Yappity tiny Yud!
L The first one has been done for you!
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Now you can read the Hebrew word for hand:

T

T

And one of God’s “nicknames,”
T

Whenever you hear the word “Halleluyah,”
that’s actually a compound of two words:

Hallelu (praise) + TIZ

i'lz is not God’s full name —it’s one of the shorter nicknames
some Jewish texts and people use to refer to God.

Practice reading the Hebrew below aloud:

R AT Y T M) 1

(girl's name]) her hand toward the sea hand {God)
T2 W MWD TP NP 2
T = T T T - TT TT
in {a) hand straight / honest hefit was he went/fell down he feared
NOONY W2 T O3
come/let’s go (slang) he dried tenant/resident next to
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Read Aloud!

Read the Hebrew below. Lines separate the syllables for you on the top
— see if you can flgure out the syllables on your own on the bottaml

AT A T 1

th

W M 2

traight /h he/it wa

Zﬂl\’):ll’ PH 3

tttttttttttt

nobNy Y 4

-w‘i'“:b W AT 5
™ N T ¢

J'W):D »nn v

ttttttt
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Silly Hebrew Trick Meet your next vowel, the Ch!l‘!k:

-

==

B

R<

tJ

............. ™~

Chirik is a button A\
H =

that goes, TEeieL 0 : 9
)

In English, this vowel’s sound is called the “long E” — you see it
in words like “beep,” “see,” “be,” “tree,” and tons more!
(But the Chirik never makes the “short E” as in “bell” — that’s a

different vowel which we’ll learn later!)

Now you can read the word
for “mom” ~ have you N , ’ N
T [ ]

heard this word before?

I (]

Try reading the Hebrew below aloud:

NYN NN D7 77 7 N1
MpR 120 NT NN 2

MPR NIPH NIT NN 3
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The chirik by itself is called a Silly Hebrew Tnck

’@

“small” vowel, but the vowel also
has a “full” form:

) . Yudisatiny I Chirkisabutton
. that goes
PUppy saying, y S

Like the letter Y in English, sometimes Yud sounds like a consonant,
and sometimes it sounds like a vowel.

As a general rule:
If the Yud has its own vowel,
it makes a consonant-Y sound.
If the Yud doesn’t have its own vowel,
it’s actually part of the vowel right before it.

Yud as I )
Consonant:

T
Yud as Part of a n :
Vowel: ’ j 3
“/ =

Both the full and small chirik vowels makes the same sound: EE.

covenant

You could think of the small chirik as the E in “be,”
and the full chirik as the Es in “see.”

Different spelling, same sound!
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Now you can read the Hebrew word for ’ " , w
“my name”: - -
|

A boy named Avi might introduce himself by saying,

1IN Y

How would you introduce yourself using this word?
(Remember, there’s no “is/am/are” in Hebrew!)

Try reading the Hebrew words below which have a mix
of both small and full chirik vowels!

w'N v)m NON 27 1
m*r IIN m N"'l ’b:u 2

vm? 'lb’“ﬂ ﬁﬁ:rr >:m 3

anctificationprayer ~ communi she pk myfth

>nb m-\: 1IN PN 4
-nmp wx-\ >:w -nv\v 5
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Meet your next letter, the Tzadee!

g

Silly Hebrew Trick §

Tzadee

[
&

W  Tzadee doesn’t have one English letter that

< matches it exactly: we write out its sound .

Q with a combination of two letters, TZadee hasa piece
Y .

S T+Z (TZ) or T+S (TS). of steaming-hot

In Italian words, the same sc.)und is made with p|zza in its left side
two Zs, like in piZZa.

Here's the Tzadee in several different fonts and
handwritings — as you can see, they all have those slices
of “piZZa” in them, even if other aspects of the letter are
slightly different!

NSNXNENXVYLYN
NNVFNINNXEQ

Ir Draw the crust on the piece of piZZa on the left \

| side of each TZadee!
’. The first one has been done for you! |
\ v

Page 15



Now you can read a Hebrew word

that you probably recognize: n 3 D
T ]

During what holiday do we eat ﬂ;’»@?

And the word for “situation”:

AXD

..which, in modern Hebrew, is also used as part
of a common conversational question:

2NN DN

it literally means “What'’s the situation?”
but it’s used the same way as “What’s up?” in English!

Practice making the 3 sound by reading the lines below out loud!

NY NN NY Y ¥ N1
N:lx NON 2N TN Nx 2

¥ “%3)5 iisne 2810 3
'IP‘TS m’x-\ bm*m >~rs 4
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Read Aloud!

Read the Hebrew below. Lines separate the syllables for you on the top
—see if you can figure out the syllables on your own on the bottom!

NI Y

army

(letter name)

NN NNIP 2

she grilled/toasted a little bit

NRITIN NNIXT 3

economic justice she ran

nnoY NYP NIy 4

she grilled/toasted afittle bit army
NN NPT TN 5
et AL —
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Meet your next letter, the Nun!

Nun has a Narrow
foot Next to
the ground

Nun makes the same sound as
the English letter

y5 N

Here’s the Nun in a bunch of different fonts and handwritings — as you
can see, they're all half as wide as the Chaf (which would otherwise
look very similar) — and its Narrow foot is always Next to the ground!

{Sometimes the top line disappears,
but the base line on the bottom is always there.)

31403113
343))y111%

Lesson 19.1: Nun )

Circle the Narrow foot of each Nun! ‘
L The first one has been done for you!
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The Nun changes shape whenever it’s at the end of a word —
the bottom line “drops down” below the writing line:

-3 )

This new shape is called a “Nun Sofit” or “Final Nun.”

Here’s the Final Nun in a bunch of different fonts and handwritings
next to its “regular” shape — as you can see, the base drops down
below the line, but otherwise, they look like the same letter!

111 12 13 1)
13711311

KEFRIRIRE

. Circle the dropped base line of each Final Nun!
i The first one has been done for you!

8 e y
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*
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Lesson 19.2




If you think about it, a final letter in Hebrew is only a little
different from a capital letter in English:

———

A=a

English letters change to uppercase at the beginning of
sentences or names/proper nouns, but it’s still the same
letter as the lowercase version — just a second shape!

1))

Read the following lines of Hebrew with ] out loud:

M2 VT WIT R N1

\\

/
4

he gave he stayed overnight  judgement from judged
] "— H ‘- ] ) - ] T H . ] T T
canteen he understands dwelling white
] . - ] T | - ] TT ] - T
we will understand scholar Greece sang/rejoiced
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Read Aloud!

Re dh Hebr wwaL es separate the y‘II ble f"y C th e top
tthe syllables n your own n the b om!

o P

eeeeeeeeeeeeee

Pan N2 2
]‘rmb ]7|37 3

SSSSSSS

eeeeeeeeeeeeee

ppppppp

555555555555555555555
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™ N

YT M) PR
W2 N )22

ta where? ou ga hite

he will understand ift the wine

he slept {biblical city = Abraham's birthplace)

4

aaaaaa



Meet your next letter, the Tet!

Silly Hebrew Trick
6

—

[ g
*

Lesson 20

Tet makes the same sound Tet looks like a Tent |

as the English letter with a hole

T in the Top

Here’s the Tet in several different fonts and handwritings — as
you can see, they have a hole in the Top, even if other parts of
the letter are slightly different!

VLV NVVEGLY
UDﬁUDDuU‘b

Clrcle the hole in the Top of the Tentin ‘
each Tet! |
The first one has been done for you! J
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Now you can read the name of the fringed prayer shawl many
Jews wear when they pray:

The fringes of :
the ﬂ"?\_)

are called

J'PS’S

2 ]\97“1)\3‘7 51T

This version of the word Thls version of the word |
describes a boy. describes a girl.

Practice reading the 0 in the Hebrew below aloud:

) YO PV DV NV 1

flew

mpo VR VP ob VY 2

tactlcal tl v magic tri k wobble d

OR 20 NVN VY3
aRio/A \mb -uov '\\9)34
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Read Aloucl!’

Read the Hebrew below. Lines separate the syllables for you on the top
—see if you can figure out the syllables on your own on the bottoml

2 Poln YV 1
2 0y Y 2

bili/bank n he hid/co

oD LN 3

slowly

N2V NVIVPY4

taking responsibility M=  quotati

nonR OV voo 5

he hid/co

wbo DNb IOV 6

slo wly bi II/IJ nk n

NV “15’03 /

kig esponsibility
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M0 :mb non

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

lllllllllllllllllllll

obvn >\97\9 vow :
vo) MoLp 01 ¢

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

bwb pR\0Ja w\v 5
o:w) -mtn \Jm 6

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee

2 3

PPPPPP



